Background
Rift Valley fever (RVF), is an acute, mosquito-borne zoonotic viral disease caused by RVF virus (RVFV) It mainly affects sheep, cattle, goats, buffalo, camels and humans RVF was first reported in Kenya in 1912 It subsequently affected other countries in East Africa including Tanzania
Trend of RVF epidemics in the country

RVF is a notifiable disease in Tanzania
It is not known how the virus was introduced and how it is maintained in the country Tanzania had encountered a total of six epidemics i.e. 1930 i.e. , 1947 i.e. , 1957 i.e. , 1977 i.e. /1978 i.e. , 1997 i.e. /1998 i.e. and 2006 i.e. /2007 Past epidemics had concentrated in the Northern zone (Figure 1 
Risk factors associated with RVF occurrence of epidemics and spread in the country
Heavy rains 2 to 3 fold higher than usual that resulted in the worst flooding ( Figure 2 ) that supports mosquito breeding and survival Increased mosquito density and livestock populations (17.7 million cattle, 12.5 million goats and 3.5 million sheep)
Contact with animal products and body fluids from infected animals Animal movements and food consumption habits 
Control measures that had been implemented during epidemics in the country
Training of medical personnel (patient care and diagnosis)
Training of Journalists and other media staff to increase public awareness about the disease
Awareness creation for farmers and the general public
Ban of the slaughter of domestic ruminants Imposition of quarantine in affected and suspected areas
Use of insecticides impregnated bed nets to reduce human contact to mosquito
Vaccination of domestic animals
Lessons learned from previous epidemics
Each subsequent outbreak had expanded to cover wider areas of the country
The disease had dramatic socioeconomic impacts both at community and nation at large 
